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Curious Remarks on the probable Caufes of Longevity. 


[From Medical Enquiries and Obfervations lately publifhed by 
Dr. Ruth of Philadelphia. ] 


* treating'an account of the ftate of the body and mind in 
old age, with fome remarks on its difeafes, and their reme- 
dies, the Doétor makes the following obfervations : 

Moft of the facts which I fhall deliver upon this fubject are 
the refult of obfervations made during the laft five years, upon 
perfons of both fexes, who had paffed the 80th year of their 
lives. I intended to have given a detail of their names ; man- « 
ner of life; occupations ; and other circumftances of each of 
them ; but, upon a review of my notes, I found fo great a 
famenefs in the hiftory of moft of them, that I defpaired by 
detailing them, of anfwering the intention which I have pro- 
pofed in the following eflay. I fhall, therefore, only deliver 
the facts and principles which are the refule of enquiries and 
obfervations I have made upon this fubjeét. 

I. I fhall mention the circumftances which favour the at- 
tainment of longevity : 

II, I fhall mention the phenomena of body and mind which , 
attend it: and, 

III, I fhall enumerate its peculiar difeafes, and the remedies 
which are moft proper to remove or moderate them. 

The circumftances which favour longevity, are 
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Defcent from long-lived Anceftors. 


I have not found a fingle inftance of a perfon who has lived 
tobe 80 years old, in whom this was not the cafe. In fome 
inftances, I found the defcent was only from one, but in general 
it was from both parents. The knowledge of this fact may 
ferve, not only to affift in calculating what are called the 
chances of lives, but it may be made ufefultoa phyfician. He 
may learn from it to cherifh hopes of his patients in chronic, 
and in fome acute difeafes, in proportion to the capacity of life 
they have derived from their anceftors. 


2. Temperance in eating and drinking. 


To this remark I found feveral exceptions. I met with one 
man of 84 years of age, who had been intemperate in eating; 
and four or five perfons who had been intemperate in drinking 
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ardent fpirits. ‘They had all been day-labourers, or had de- | 
ferced drinking until they began to feel the languor of old age, — 
I did not meet with a fingle perfon who had not, for the laf © 
40 or §0 years of their lives, ufed tea, coffee, and bread and > 


butter twice a day, as part of their diet. I am difpofed to 
believe that thofe articles of diet do not materially affect the du- 
ration of the buman life, although they evidently impair the 
firength of their fyftem. The duration of life does not appear 
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to depend fo much upon the ftrength of the body, or upon the | 


quantity of its excitability, as upon the exact accommodation 
of ftimuli to cach of them. A watch {pring will laft as long 
@ 2S an anchor, provided the forces which are capable of deftroy- 
ing both are in an exact ratio to their ftrength. The ufe of 
tea and coffee in diet feems to be happily fuited to the change 
which has taken place in the human body, by fedentary occu- 
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pations, by which means lefs nourifhments and ftimulus are ree | 


guired than formerly to fupport animal life. 


3+ The moderate Uje of the Underftanding. 


It has long been an eftablifhed truth, that literary men (other | 


circumftances being equal) are longer lived than other people. 
But it is not neceflary that the underitanding fhould be employed 
upon philofophical fubjeéts to produce this influence upon hue 
man life. Bufinefs, politicks, and religion, which are the ob- 
je@s of attention of men of ali clafles, impart a vigour to the 
underitanding, which, by being conveyed to every part of the 
body, teads to produce health and long life. 


4. Equanimity 
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4. Equanimity of Temper. 


The violent and irregular actions of the paffions tend to 
wear away the fprings of life. 

Perfons who live upon annuities in Europe have been ob- 
ferved to be longer lived, in equal circumftances, than other 
people, This is probably occafioned by their being exempted 
by the certainty of their fubfiftence from thofe fears of want 
which fo frequently diftraét the minds, and thereby weaken 
the bodies of all people. Life rents have been fuppofed to 
have the fame influence in prolonging life. Perhaps, the de- 
fire of life, in order to enjoy for as long as poffible that pro~ 
perty which cannot be enjoyed a fecond time by a child or re- 
lation, may be another caufe of the longevity of perfons who 
live upon certain incomes. It is a faét, that the defire of life 
is a very powerful ftimulus in promoting it, efpecially when 
that defire is fupported by hope. ‘This is obvious to phyficians 
every day. Defpair of recovery, is the beginning of death in 
all difeafes. 

But obvious and reafonable as the effects of equanimity of 
temper are upon human life, there are fome exceptions 
in favour of paflionate men and women having attained to a 
greatage. The morbid ftimulus of anger in thefe cafes, was 
probably obviated by lefs degrees, or lefs ative exercifes of the 
underftanding, or by the defe&t, or weaknefs of fome of the 
other ftimuli which kept up the motions of life. 


5. Matrimony. 


In the courfe of my enquiries, I met with only one perfon 
beyond 80 years of age who had never been married. I met 
with feveral women who had bore from 10 to 20 children, and 
fuckled them all. I met with one woman, a native of Here- 
fordthire in England, who is now in the rooth year of her age, 
who bore a child at 60, menftruated at 80, and frequently 
fuckled two of her children (though born in fucceffion to each 
other) at the fame time. She had pafled the greateft part of 
her life over a wafhing tub. 

6. [have not found fedentary employments to prevent long 
life, where they are not accompanied by intemperance in eat- 
ing or drinking. This obfervation is not confined to literary 
men, nor to women only, in whom longevity, without much 
exercile of body has been frequently obferved. 1 met with 
only one inftance of a weaver; a fecond of a filverfmith; and 
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a third of a fhoemaker, among the number of old people, 
whofe hiftories have fuggefted thofe obfervations. 

7. Ihave not found that acute, nor that all chronic difeafes 
fhorten life. Dr. Franklin had two fucceffive vomicas in his 
Tungs before he was 40 years of age. 

Dr. Franklin, who died in his 84th year, was defcended from 
Jong-lived parents. His father died at 89, and his mother 
at 87. His father had 17 children by two wives. The Door 
informed me that he once fat downas one of 11 adult fons and 
daughters at his father’s table. In an excurfion he once made 
to that part of England from which his family migrated to 
America, he difcovered in a great grave yard, the tomb-ftones 
of feveral perfons of his name, who had lived to be very old. 
Thefe perfons he fuppofed to have been his anceftors. 

I met with one man beyond 80 who had furvived a moft 
violent attack of the yellow fever ; afecond who had had fe- 
veral of his bones fractured by falls and in frays, and many 
who had frequently been affected by intermittents. I met with 
one man of 86, who had all his life been fubjec to fyncope ; 
another who had been for 50 years occafionally affected with a 
cough+ ; and two inftances of men who had been affected for 
40 years with obftinate head-achs{. I met with only one per- 

fon beyond 80 who had ever been affected by a diforder in the 
ftomach ; and in him it arofe from an occafional rupture.— 
Mr. John Strangeways Hutton, of Philadelphia, who died laft 
year in the 100th year of his age, informed me that he had 
never puked in his life. This circumftance is the more re- 
markable as he pafled feveral ycars at fea when a young man. 

The venerable old man, whofe hiftory firft fuggefted this 
remark, was born in New-York in the year 1684. His 
grandfather lived tobe 101, but was unable to walk for 30 years 
before he died, from an excediive quantity of fat. His mother 
died at g1. His conftant drink was water, beer, and cyder. 
He had a fixed diflike to fpirits of all kinds. His appetite was 
good, and he ate plentifully during the laft years of his life.— 
He feldom drank any thing between his meals) He was in- 

toxicated 


+ This man’s only remedy for the cough was the fine powder of 
dry Indian turnip and honey. 


t Dr. Thiery fays, he did not find the itch, or flight degrees of 
the leprofy, to prevent longevity. Obfervations,.de Phyiique, et 
de Medicine faites en diilerens blieux de l’Efpagne. Vol. If. 
page 171. 
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texicated but twice in his life, and that was when a boy, and 
at fea, where he remembered perfectly to have celebrated, by a 


feu-de-jaye, the birth-day of Queen Anne. He was formerly 


afflicted with the head-ach, and giddinefs, but never hada 
fever, except from the fmall-pox, in the courfe of his life.— 
His pulfe was flow but regular, He had been twice married, 
By his firft wife he had eight, and by his fecond, 17 children.—+ 
One of them lived to be 83 years of ages He was abgut five 
feet nine inches in height, of a flender make, and carried-an 
erect head to the laft year of his life. 

Thefe facts may ferve to extend our ideas of the importance 
of a healthful ftate of the ftomach in the animal ceconomy, 
and thereby toadd to our knowledge in the! prognolis of difeafes 
and in the chances of human life. 

8. I have not found the lofs of teeth to affect the duration 
of human life fo much as might be expected. Edward Drinkery 
who lived to be 103 years old, loft his teeth 30 years before he 
died from drawing. the hot fmoke of tobacco into his mouth 
through a fhort pipe. 

Dr. Sayre, of New Jerfey, to whom I am indebted for fe- 
veral very valuable hiftories of old perfons, mentions one man 
aged 81, whofe teeth began to decay at 16, and another of 90 
who loft his teeth 30 years before he faw him. ‘The gums, by 
becoming hard, perform, in part, the office of teeth. But may 
not the gaftric juice of the ftomach, like the tears and urine, 
become acrid by age, and thereby fupply, by a more dilfolving 
power, the defe& of mattication from the lofs of teeth? Anae 
logies might eafily be adduced from feveral operations of nature 
that go forward in the animal economy, which render this 
fuppofition highly probable. 

9. L have not obferved baldnefs, or grey hairs, occurring in 
early or middle lifeto prevent old age. In one of the hilto- 
rics furnifhed me by Dr, Sayre, I tind an account of a man 
of 80, whole hair began to aflume a filver colour when he 
was only 11 years of age. 

- I thall conciude this head by the following remark— 

Notwithitanding there appears in the human body a certain 
capacity of long life, which feems to difpofe it to preferve 
its exiftence in every fituation, yet this capacity does not always 
protect it from premature deftruction ; for among the old peo- 
ple whom‘I examined, I fcarcely met with one who had not 
loft brothers or fifters in early and middle life, and who were 
born under circumftances equally favourable to longevity with 
themfelves, 
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An important Caution on preferving the Lives of Chil- 
dren. 


WO inftances have lately occurred, of children falling 

into wells, but on their being taken out were moft hap- 

pily reftored to life, by Mr. Hart, of Lambeth, and Mr. Giles, 

of Hounflow, Medical Affiftants—I deem it my duty for the 

prefervation of life, to apprize all perfons who have wells in 

their gardens, yards, or any place near their dwellings, of the 

abfolute neceflity of fecuring them by fuitable coverings, or 
other proper means. 

Every father of a family ought to confider that the neglect 
of this caution may be attended with the lofs of one or more 
of his own children; and the negleé, which caufes the death 
of a fellow creature, is a crime which falls little fhort of mur- 
der. 

I truft that the public will receive this cautionary admonition 
with that attention it merits, and pay that obfervance to it 
which the value of thofe lives it may tend topreferve muft 
claim from every friend of humanity. 

W.HAWES. 








Authentic Trial at Large of Marie Antoinette, late 
Queen of France, before the Revolutionary Tribunal, 
at Paris, on Tuefday, Odober 15, 1793. 


(Continued from Page 29.) 


i. GERMAIN JOBERT, a Municipal 
Officer, and Adminiftrator of the Police, declares, that 
he has no knowledge whatever of any of the faéts contained in 
the indi&tment againft the prifoner. 

Prefident to the Witnefs. Have you not, during your time 
of fervice in the Temple, had fome conference with the pri- 
foner ? 

Witnefs. No, never. 

Prefident. Did you not fhew her one day fomething 
eurious ? 

Witnefs. Ihave, in faét, fhewn to the widow Capet and 
av daughter, medallions in wax, allegorical to the revo- 
ution, 


Prefident. 
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Prefident, Was there not a man’s portrait betwixt 
them ? 

Witnefs. 1 donot believe there was, 

’ Prefident. For inftance, the portrait of Voltaire? 

Witnefs. Yes—But I have in my houfe 4 or 5000 of thefe 
fort of medallions. 

Prefident. Why was the picture of Medea among the num- 
ber? Did you mean it asan allufion to the prifoner? 

Witnefs. t was all chance,I have fo many of them, They 
are an article from England which I trade in, and fell them to 
the merchants. 

Prefident. Have you any knowledge that from time to time 
young Capetjwas fhut.up during the time you and other Ad- 
miniftrators had private conferences with the prifoner ? 

Witnefs. know nothing of it. 

Prefident. And {o you perfift in faying that you never had 
any private conference with the prifoner ? 

Witnefs. Yes. 

Fofeph Boye, a painter, declared, he had known the accufed 
for eight years, as he then took the portrait of the King; but 
he had never fpoken to her. He then gave an account of the 
project of reconciliation between the people and the ci-devant 
King, by the intervention of Thierry, Valet-de-chambre of 
Louis Capet. 

The Queen drew from her pocket a paper, which fhe gave 
to one of her defenders. 

The Public Accufer demanded of Antoinette to declare 
what was the paper fhe had given him? 

Queen. Hebert faid this morning, that correfpondence was 
carried on by means of our clothes and fhoes. I wrote, for 
fear of forgetting, that all our clothes and effe&ts were exa- 
mined when they came near us, which was done by the Ad- 
miniftrators of the Police. 

Hebert obferved, that there was no foundation for this de- 
claration, but becaufe the number of fhoes was very confidere 
able, fourteen or fifteen pairs a month. 

Dedier Fourdhevil, Serjeant, declared, that, in the month of 
September 1792, he found a ftring of papers in the houfe of 
Affty, in which was a letter from Antoinette, that contained 
thefe words—* Can we truft the Swiis? will they be firm 
whea it may be neceflary ?” 

Queen. I never wrote to Affry. 

The Public Accufer obferved, that laft year, being Director 
of the Jury of Accufation near the Tribunal of the 17th of 

9 Augutt, 
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Auguft, he was entrufted with the drawing up of the procefs 
againft Affry and Cuzotte ; that he perfectly well recollects 
having feen the letter of which the witnefs fpeaks; but the 
faction of Roland having caufed this Tribunal to be fupprefled, 
got-the papers removed by means of a decree which they pro- 
cured, notwithftanding the objections of all good repub- 
licans. 

Prefident. What were the papers which were burnt at the 
manufaéture of Serve ? 

Queen. 1 believe it was a Bible; as for the reft, I was not 
confulted about it; I was told of it afterwards. 

Prefident. How can you be ignorant of this fat? Was 
it Rifton who was charged with the negociation of this affair ? 

Queen, never heard any thing of Rifton; and I perfift in 
faying, that I did not know La Motte; if I had been con- 
fulted, I would have oppofed the burning of papers againft 
me. ¢ 

Another wiinefs was called, 

Pierre Fontaine, wood-merchant, declared himfelf ignorant 
of every part of the accufation, knowing the prifoner only by 
reputation, and having no connection with the late court. 

Prefident to the Witnefs. How long have you known 
Michonis ? 

Witnefs. About fourteen years, 

Prefident. What is the name of the individual who dined 
with you in company with Michonis ? 

Witnefi. His name is Rougy; I do not remember any 
thing about him; he was introduced by Madame Dutibleul. 

Prefident. How do you know that lady? 

Witne/s. 1 once met her with another woman on the 
Boulevardes; we entered into converfation and drank coffce 
together; finte that time fhe has been often at my houfe, 

Prefident. Has fhe not communicated to you fome fe 
crets? 

Witnefi. Never. 

Prefident, What aré the names of the Deputies who were 
found with Rougy and Michonis ? 

Witnefs. "There was only one. 

Prefident. His name? 

Witnefs. Santerreau, Deputy from Nievre to the Conven- 
tion, and two other Commiflioners, fent by the Primary Af- 
femblies of the fame Department to carry their att of the ac- 
ceptance of the conftitution. 

Prefident. What are their names? 

6 Witnefs. 
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Witnefs. Balendnot, Cure of Beaumont, and Paulimer, 
alfo of that department. ; ’ 

Prefident. Do you know what is become of Rougy ? 

Witnefs. No. 

Another witnefs was called. 

Michael Gointre, employed in the war-office, faid he had read 
attentively the act of accufation, and was much furprifed not 
to find in it the articles of the forged aflignats of Pafly. As 
Polverel, who had been ordered to inquire into this affair, an= 
fwered, it was impoffible for him to proceed, unlefs the Aflen:- 
bly decreed that no perfon but the King was inviolable ; this 
made him imagine, that there was no other perfon than the ac= 
cufed, about whom Polverel wifhed to f{peak, as fhe alone could 
fuinith the funds neceflary for fuch an enterprife. 

The witnefs Ti/fet. Citizen Prefident, I with the prifoner 
to be afked to declare, if fhe did not give the crofs of St. 
Louis, and a Captain’s brevet, toa perfon named Lareguie? 

Queen I know none of that name. 

Prefident. Did you not procure the nomination of Collet 
de Verriere to ferve in the ci-devant guard of the late King ? 

Queen Yes. 

Prefident. Did you not procure Parrifeau a fimilat ap- 
pointment ? 

Queen. No 

Prefident, You foinfluenced the organization of the late 
royal guard, that it was compofed only of individuals againtt 
whom the public opinion was directed, and, indeed, could the 
patriots behold without pain the Chief of the nation fu:rounded 
with guards compofed of non-juring priefts and aflafiins ? 
Happily your politics were wrong : Their anti-civic conduc, 
their counter-revolutionary fentiments, forced the Legiflative 
Aflembly to difmifs them; and Louis Capet, after that ope= 
ration, kept them in pay till the tenth of Auguft, when he was 
overturned in his turn. 

On your marriage with Louis Capet, did you not conceive 
the project of re-uniting Lorraine to Auftria? 

Queen Now 

Prefident. You bear its name ? 

Queen,  Becaufe we ought to bear the name of one’s 
country. 

Prefident. After the affair of Nancy, did you not write to 
Bouille, to congratulate bim on his having maflacred feyen or 
eight thoufand patriots in that town ? 

Queen. I never wrote to him. 
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Prefident. Did you not employ yourfelf in founding the 


opinion of the departments, diftricts, and municipalities ? 

Queen Now 

The Public Accufer obferved to the prifoner, that there was 
found upon her Secretary a paper, which attefts that fact in the 
moft precife manner, and in which were found infcribed the 
names of Vaublanc and Jaticourt. 

The faid paper being read, the Queen perfifted in faying, 
that fhe did not recollect that fhe had ever written-any thing of 
the kind. 

Witnefs. 1 Thould requefty Citizen Prefident,’ that the ac- 
cufed may be obliged to declare, whether, on the day the peo 
ple did her hufband the honour of decorating him with the red 
bonnet, there was not held a noéturnal council in‘the palace, 
where the deftruction of Paris was refolved, and where it was 
decided to poft up royal bills by Efmenard, Rue Platriere ? 

Queen. I do not know that name. 

_Prefident, Did you not, on the gth of Auguft 1792, give 
your hard’ to Taffin, of Etang, to kifs, who was Captain of 
the armed force of the Tilles Saint Thomas—faying to his 
battalion, “ You are brave fellows, and of .go6d principles ; 
I will ever cousit on your fidelity 2?” 

Queen. No. 

Prefident. Why did you, who had promifed to bring up 
your children inthe principles of the revolution, teach them 
nothing but errors—in treating, for inftance, your fon with a 
refpect which might make it be believed that you thought of 
feeing Sits one day the fucceflor of the ci-devant King his 
father ? 

Queen, He was too young to fpeak to on that fubject. 
I placed him at the head of thé table, to give him myfelf what 
he wanted, 

Prefident.. Have you any thing to’add to your defence ? 

Queen, Yefterday I did not know the witnefles : I knew 
not what they were to depofe againft me; and nobody has 
produced agaipft me any pofitive fact. I finith by obferving, 
that I was only the wife of Louis XVI. and it was requifite in 
me to conform myfelf to his will. 

The Prefident announced, that the interrogatories were 
clofed, 

(To be continued.) 
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Moniiily Report of Agriculture for December. 


HIS laft month of 1793 has proved highly favourable to 

the inteseft of the practical agriculturift—The rains 

have been every where advantageous to the different {pccics of 

growing crops, as well as the preparatory tillage for thole which 
are to fucceed, 

Throughout the feveral diftri&ts of the kingdom the young 
wheats never looked more promifing, nor has a larger breadth 
been remembered on the ground: The late dry frofts have 
checked the proud early plants, and ftopped the progrefs of the 
worm and flug even in thofe on worfe lands, and which had not 
the advantage of good hufbandry. 

Some of thehafty dun, and other early peafe, are already 
fown on the light, tender lands, The fallows are generally 
high in order, where commen attention only has been paid to 
their tilths and water furrowing.—Great improvement is ob- 
fervable in the young clovers, particularly where they have had 
the ncceflary dreffling of manure. 

The turnips afford more feed univerfally than was expected 
from their continued growth through the winter. All other 
articles of {pring feed are likewife very promifing. Hay is 
advancing in price, and any long continuance of fevere weather 
mutt make it extremely dear. 

The fliock-mafters in the Weft and on the South Downs 
complain much of the rot and the broken fleeces of their 
ftock-ewes and hoggets, from the humours incidental to the 


n.ild damp feafon. 
In wool there has been little or no variation fince the laf 


report. 

Smithfield has been well fupplied of late. Pork and mutton 
have been reafonable, and even prime veal and beef have not 
fetched the exorbitant prices that were looked for; but lean 
itock is fomewhat dearer, from the {mall number of cattle un- 
fold at the laft provincial fairs. 





DRESSES forth PRESENT YEAR. 


ADIES. La Robe Militaire—made of Irifh tabinet, 
#4 with fattin body and flceves, and gold epaulettes. The 
favourite colours are bottle green, carmelite, and brown; the 


buttons gold and fteel, 
H 2 The 
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The Circaffian Robe—of filk, fattin, or miflin ; loofe from 
the waift, and falling in folds from the fhoulders. The fahh 
pafling through the robe high under the arms, and faftening be« 
hind in a Jarge bow. 

The Chemife, fimple—of fine lawn, faftened high round the 
wailt, with a band of fcarlet leather, or coloured velvet, and 

attached with a rich fteel buckle. 

Riding Habits en AZilitaire, with helmet caps. 

Evening Head-drefs—black velvet fmall beef-eaters hats, 
with high plumes of white oftrich feathers in front, or {mall 
caps with feathers in front, of various colours. 

Bandeaus of fimple folded handkerchiefs, with the hair all 
over the top of the head in curls, are much in fafhion. 

The hair ismuch worn in the morning without powder, with 
the Payfanne round cap. 

Cravats univerfally worn in the morning, and fometimes in 
the evening, richly trimmed with blond Jace. 

The morning dreffes are chiefly made of linen or cotton, 
printed with the York fpot, as large as a fixpence. 

Long Sleeves and very fhort waifts—Flat heels are going 
out, and the low Italian heel fubftituted. 

Gold chains, necklaces, and earrings, as much wornas laft 
winter. 

GENTLEMEN. Dark frocks, with fcarlet under waiftcoats, 
final] buckles, with moderate fized hats and cravats. 


THOUGHTS on an INVASION from FRANCE, 








ARINES are the fpecies of troops proper for this nation. 
During peace they garrifon ail your pofts in each quar- 
ter of the globe 5 in time of war your flect is inftantly manned ; 
and, by employing many of them, fewer feamen are wanted in 
proportion. Befides, a fleet, having on board 12 or 15,000 
marines, is equal to almoft any enterprize againft the enemy’s 
fettlements, and keeps them in continual anxiety in every 
pert of the world, By thefe means the expence and de- 
lays attending the embarkation of .a confiderable body of 
land forces deftined to attack the enemy would be fpared, and 
the fuccefs become more certain. A powerful flect and 
30,000 marines, will ever fave us from deftru€tion, 

While our ficet is entire, though we may be for atime forced 
out of the fea, yet I am perfuaded that no invafion can take 
place. It is always a dangerous enterprize, and not to be ats 
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tempted, whilft there remains a pofibility of our appearing at 
fea; which may happen from a thoufand circumftances, ariling 
from wind and weather, in the winter efpecially, when the 
enemies’ fleet muft feparate, and all communication with the 
army they may have landed muft be cut off. Our ficet, in the 
mean time, may intercept their convoys, and block up the har 
bour, when they have eftablifhed their depots, fo that ina fhort 
time their troops’ muft perifh. It is not enough that they de- 
bark an army; it muft be continually fupplied and protected 
from France; otherwife, however numerous, it cannot make 
any progrefs, or penetrate into the country. 2 

If, contrary to our hopes and expectations, the Britifh ficet 
is beat, and drove into fome harbour, and the enemy lands 
a powerful army, we muft not de(pond, nor, by groundlels fears, 
facilitate the fuccefs of the invaders. 

A juft and entire confidence in Government is neceflary to 
our prefervation : And the common danger thould produce an 
union of all parties in the defence of their country. 

It is needlefs to trace the caufes which may have brought 
our affairs to this crifis. Such a tafk would only lead to fow 
divifion and difcontent, when concord and harmony are moft 
required, 

The refources of this country are numerous ; they are great 5 
and, when properly exerted, will enable us to overcome our 
enemies, however formidable, and force them to lay down their 
arms. 

It is evident that Breft, in cafe of attempt, is the point from 
whence the French mutt depart; becaufe all their operations, 
even when they have landed, are connected with and depend 
upon their fleet ; but as all operations which depend on naviga- 
tion are, from its nature, precarious, and liable to a thoufand 
difficultics, they mutt have likewife a place of arms ia this 
country, a fpacious harbour as near their own coatt as poffible, 
&c. And, befides thefe advantages abfolutely required, the 
place muft be fo fituated, that by marching a few miles inland, 
they can occupy fuch a poft as will render them matters of a 
tract of country behind their army, fufficient to fupply it with 
fubfiftence on their ftops, without which no progre(s can be 
made; nor can they remain for any confiderable time in any 
part of the country. 

Plymouth anfwers perfeCtly this defcription. It isa fafe and 
convenient harbour, near the coaft of France, and, by march- 
ing only to Chudleigh, the invaders might poilefs Cornwall, 
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Devonfhire, and part of Somerfethire, where provifions,are in 
abundance. , 

I am happy, however, to find, that fuch meafures have been 
taken by Government for the defence of that very important 
place, as leave us no room to fear for it. 

Next to Plymouth, the only place which can ferve the pure 
pofe of the enemy is Portfmouth, It has two fine roads, St. 
Helen and Spithead, and a very fafe harbour. The town and 
the dock on the land fide are fortified, and cannot be taken 
without a regular fiege, the undertaking of which is very dif- 
ficult, though we had no fhips to defend it. The ifland of 
Portfea lies very low, and does not furnifh the neceflary ma- 
terials to carry on the works required on fuch occafions. The 
enemy mutt occupy Gofport with part of his army, while the 
remainder carries on the fiege ; and, if we are matters of 
-Portfidown, and can confine him to the ifland, we are always 
able to fuccour the place, and force him to retire, which he 
would find no eafy matter. 

When I confidered at firft the pofition of the Ile of Wight, 
I thought that an enemy might occupy it, and, with fifteen 
or twenty thoufand men, keep pofieffion of the whole ground ; 
but having lately examined it with proper attention, I believe 
now that it is abfolutely impoffible. The ifland runs from 
eatt to.weft, and is generally interfected with very high moun- 
tains, whole bafes run quite to the fhore. On the fouth fide of 
- the ifland, they rife by ranges like an amphitheatre, almoft per- 
pendicular, forty or fifty fect high, and the fummits, excepting 
in a very few places, toabove a thoufand ; fo that if any troops 
are potted on them, there is no pofibility of landing. 

The only place where it is lefs dificult is in Brading Bay, 
oppofite St. Helen’s Road. This is a {mall creck, between two 
very bigh hills, which, being occupied, will prevent a landing. 
On the fouth fide is a bay, where the fhore is low, and very 
proper for debarking troops ; but Sandown Fort defends that 
bay very well. From thence to the wefternmoft point and the 
Needles no place is found where a landing can be attempted, if 
there is the Jeaft oppofition. Befides, the coaft is fo open and 
dangerous, that a boat, much lefs a flect, cannot lay at anchor 
an hour without the utmoflt rifk of perifhing. 

From Portfmouth to Harwich there is no harbour or road 
which ¢an in apy degree anlwer the purpofes of an enemy who 
intends to Jand a ceniiderable army, and make war in the 
country. The difficulty, though very great, does not confift 
ia debarking forty thouland men; it is alfo neceflary that they 
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fhould have a commodious and fafe harbour, a place of arms, 
anid be fo fituated, as to keep a fure and eafy communication 
with France, efpecially with Breft. Such a place is not to be 
found on the whole coaft, except Plymouth and Portfmouth, 
of which enough lias be€n faid already. The Dutch fleet, they 
fay, came up the river very well 5 but how long did they re- 
main there? A’few hours only. Confider, befides, the great 
difference there is between coming from the coaft of Holland 
with twenty men of war,-to make’a ridiculous bravado, which 
lafted twenty-four hours ; and coming from Breit with a flect, 
and four or five hundred tranfports, to invade us, and to carry 
on a.war into the-heart of our country. The one is cay, the 
other impracticable, 

Whenever a tract of country is to be defended, reafon points 
out the neceflity of occupying fome central pofitions with 
ftrong corpsto the right and left, to ftop the enemy till the 
whole can be collected. ‘Fhe line we have to defend extends 
from Plymouth to Dover. Portfdown.is the central point in 
that line. I would therefore recommend, that a third part of 
our army be -placed there, and inthe New Foreft ; another 
third on Hall-Down Hill, beyond Exeter; and the remaining 
third in the limits between Suffex and Kent, on that branch of 
the river Medway, called the Teife. If an attempt is made to 
the weftward, the body encamped near’ :Portfmouth will march 
thither, and join that on Hall-Down Hill, which I fuppofe in- 
ftantly in motion where the invafion is attempted. The body 
placed in Suflex may remain there, and by a movement to the 
right or left, be any where, as occafion may require, and eafily 
repulfe every attempt made on that coaft. 

Surrounded by the fea, by {trong forts, and a ftronger coun- 
try, occupied by fifteen or twenty thoufand men, without ground 
fufficiently extenfive to form a line, I do not conceive it pof- 
fible how the enemy could avoid a total overthrow. “There is 
not a {,5t about Plymouth, if proper!y occupied, and protected 
by the moft inconfiderable works, but will require-a fiege to 
force you, which cannot be undertaken while you have any 
body of troops in tlie neighbourhood, 

The fame difficaltics, and much greater, will occur to an 
enemy in the ifland of Portfea. He can neither fubfitt there, 
nor from the adjacent country, if we have a camp on Portf- 
down, and another in the New Foreft. 

From what has been fuid, it feems evident, that no invafion 
can take place until our flect is entirely drove out of the fea, is 
forced to hide itfelf for a confidcrable time in fome harbour ; 

and 
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and that. fuch an invafion cannot be profecuted with any pro- 
hability of fuccefs, unlefs the enemy is mafter of Plymouth or 
Portfmouth. 





ATable of the Diftances between Sea-Ports.in France, and Seae 
Ports in Ireland and Great-Britain. 


Leagues. 
From Breft to Galway - - 180 
Cork - - - 100 
Plymouth - - 60 
' Torbay Bio iinot« 70 
Portfmouth - * 100 
The Downs - 132 
Cherburgh to Portfmouth - 26 
Dieppe to Brighton - - 26 
Haftings - - 22 
Calais to Dover - ee a 
Dunkirk to Ramfgate - - 15 
Margate - - 17 
Nore - - 25 





An Account of a:Family in Lincolnfhire, of the Name of 
"Hume. 7 Biot 


[Extracted from Coke’s and Moore’s Life of John Wefley.] 
P Map onind nine months ago, [in 1738] Mr. Hume was 


riding out, and watering his horfe at a large pond, the 
unruly beaft plunged out of his depth, by which Mr. Hume 
was fo wetted, that he caught a violent cold, which followed by 
a fever caufed his death. Lord » the patron of Mr. 
Hume’s living, was determined it fhould retain in the family 
as long as pollible, and therefore gave the eldeft fon a preien- 
tation to it. Mr, Hume, the father, had -juft built the par- 
fonage-houfe before he died; the fon took pofleffion of it 
before it was dry, and the dampnefs of it occafioned his {peedy 
death. The fecond fon was then prefented to the living, and he 
died alfoa few weeks after his induction,. The third fon (his 
brother dying fuddenly) fet off from Oxford to receive the pre- 
fentation, In his way he lay at the houfe of an old acquain- 
tance of his father. “The gentleman of the houfe had a beau- 
tiful daughter, with whom young Mr. Hume immediately fell 
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in love; he therefore before he departed, begged permiffion to 
return and make propofals; to which the father confented. 
Mr. Hume atfter his indu€tion to his living returned, according. 
to his engagement, and in a few days the marriage was com- 
pleted. But, in fix weeks after the nuptials, the lady was 
brought to bed; and Mr. Hume foon after died with grief, 

Now, Sir, faid the Lincolnfhire gentleman to Mr. Wefley, 
« You may have a living and a wife; for Lord ————— has 
declared, that if Mifs Hume is married to a Clergyman within 
fix months from the death of her brother, the living fhall be 
part of her fortune ; and Mifs Hume has confented, with much 
apparent fatisfaction, that you fhould be invited to fupply the 
Church.” But Mr. Wefley was too much imprefled with the 
thoughts of eternity to pay any attention to this advantageous 

ropofal. 

: The conclufion of this mournful epifode fhould not be 
omitted. Mrs. Hume, foon after the death of her third fon, 
received a letter from the only remaining one, informing her 
he was juft going to fail from Africa to England, with a fortune 
fufficient to make the whole family comfortable: And in a 
few days after, the received a letter from the Captain of a {wift- 
failing veflel, who had been hailed by the thip, in which her fon 
failed, by whom fhe was informed, that her fon died on his 
paflage, of adiforder which then raged in the fhip. 

Mrs. Hume, finking under the weight of fuch a complication 
of misfortunes, foon died of a broken heart. Mifs Hume, 
about a month after the death of her mother, was in company 
with a phyfician, who looking ftedfaftly at her, obferved, 
« Madam, you take opium; I know it by your eyes; andI 
am afraid you have put it out of my power to recover you.” 
She confefled that the misfortunes of the family had fo entirely 
deprived her of reft, that fhe had taken laudanum to obtain a 
little repofe. The phyfician prefcribed, In a fortnight the 
recovered her appetite, her colour, and, in a good meature, her 
health, The phyfician then advifed her to take a table-{poon- 
ful of a julap he had prefcribed for her, whenever the found 
herfelf inclined to be fick. A few days after this the defired 
the fervant to bring her a {poonful of the julap. The fervant, 
miftaking the bottle of laudanum for the julap, brought her a 
fpoonful of the laudanum, which fhe drank ; and foon afterwards 
fell alleep, and awoke no more ! 


VoL, XXIII. 571. I SHORT 
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SHORT ACCOUNT of PONDICHERRY. 


Tis is well known to have been the principal fettlement 
of the French in India. Here the great talents of Du- 
pleix formerly fhewed themfelves, and the French commerce 
with India was flourifhing and honourable, 

In 1761, Pondicherry was utterly deftroyed by the Englith ; 


and the inhabitants, to the amount of 70,000, with feverity’ 


perhaps unncceflary, driven outin miferable ruin. 

In 1770, the wifdom of the French, co-operating with the 
local tendernefs of the inhabitants, * that to die happy, you 
muft expire where you were born,” rebuilt the greater part of 
the town and fortified it ftrongly. 

The town has no harbour, like others on the Coromandel 
coait; but its road is fuperior to all others. Ships of great 
burthen may anchor fecurely in fhore,clofe under the guns of 
the fortification. 

On the fea coaft there is nothing buta barren fand-bank, 
three leagues long and one broad. 

Three miles to the North-eaft of the town: there is a hill of 
amazing height, which ferves as a beacon to navigators ; from 
whence a fine body of water, accumulating through ages, flows 
to fertilize and refrefh the country below it. 

With the ifle of France, Pondicherry has a neceflary and 
intimate connection ; one cannot be preferved without the 

other——it is the key to the Ifle of France, by which the grand 
fettlement may be invaded by the Englifh from Afia as well as 
Europe. 





An ANE CDOT E, 


A Circumftance, moft peculiarly remarkable, happened 
lately in the neighbourhood of Whitehaven, in Cum- 
berland: A gentleman riding in the afternoon, on the road be= 
tween Ravenglafs and Whitehaven, on a very high fpirited 
blood horfe, not far diftant from Egremont, he was pafled bya 
fingle horfe-chaife, when his horfe began to be very unruly ; he 
thinking to pacify him by pafling the chaife, cantered forwards ; 
but the horfe, no longer to be reftrained, ftruck off ina full 
gallop, and coming upon Egremont bridge, (the middle of -the 
battlements of which prefent nearly a right angle to the entrance 
upon it,) was going with {uch fury, that, unable to retrieve 
himfelf, 
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himfelf, he leaped fidelong upon the battlements, which are 
upwards of four feet high. 

The rider, finding it impoffible to retrieve, and feeing the 
improbability of faving either of their lives, had he floundered 
over head foremoft, juft as the horfe was falling headlong down, 
had the inftantaneous prefence of mind to ftrike him on both 
fides with the fpurs,and force him totakeaclear leap. Owing 
to this precaution he alighted upon his feet, and the rider, firmly 
keeping his feat, held up the horfe, till, reaching the bottom, he 
leaped off. 

When we confider the height of the bridge, which has been 
accurately afcertained to be upwards of nineteen feet perpen- 
dicular height from the top of the battlements, and that there 
was not one foot depth of water in the bed of the river where 
they fell, itis really miraculous that they were not both killed 
onthe fpot. But we are happy to inform our readers, that.the 
gentleman fuftained no other injury than a fprain with the ftir- 
rup, and the horfe a flight wound above the ftiffle joint, of which 
he will foon recover. He travelled with his accuftomed 
vigour, from Egremont to Whitehaven, immediately after the 
accident—the diftance five miles. 

Some perfons who have feen the horfe go over the bridge, 
were fo petrefied with affright as not to have been able to give 
the leaft affiftance, if neceflary; and when the gentleman, 
whom they had given up for loft, regained the bridge from the 
river,held up their hands in filent aftonifhment. 





AREFLECTION. 


O the real happinefs of life nothing is more effential than 
an even temper, and it will amply repay all the labour 
neceflary to attain it. 





Anfwer, by Hermes, to Richard Bennett's Queftion, inferted the 
1gth of Auguft 1793. 


ONCEIVE A B to be the ftick, confidered as inflexible, 

W and w, the two weights fixed as per queftion, and fup- 

pofe C tobe the centre of gravity. Put the length A B =48 
inches =] and A C the diftance of the centre of gravity 
from the greater weight = x, Then B C = l—x, the dif- 
tance from the lefs, and, per mechdnics, as AC : BC 3: the 
lefler weight ; the greater, that isx;1—x;3w; W, whence by 
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multiplying means and extremes, lw—wx=Wx, and confe- 


uently x =lw-—-W + w, a general theorem which, in the pre- 
fent cole is = 19.2. jothed os AC, and therefore BC=28.8 
inches. Hence it appears, that if the length of the ftick, 
drawn into the leffer weight, be divided by the fum of the 
weights, the quotient will be the diftance of the centre of 
gravity from the greater weight, and confequently the diftance 
from the leffer will be known. 


t*t We have received the like anfwer from Amicus, of 
Hoxton. 





Anfwer, by I. Sanders, near Bodmin, to an Enigma, by Difci- 
pulus Cornubienfis, inferted October 14. 


A of BIRCH I brought to view, 
An old acquaintance it is true. 


+*+ We have received the like anfwer from O. S. of 
Briftol. 





— 


Anfwer, by A. By of Ivy Bridge, to F. Rofevear’s Charade, ine 
Jerted Oétober 21. 


ENMARK’s the kingdom which you mean, 
As by your lines they will explain. 


*+* Wehave received the like anfwer from W. Brewer, 
and W, Gore, of Taunton; Automatarius Caryenfis; Wm. 
Sinkins, of Dodbrook ; W. Hoare, Dean Prior; T. Walker, 
Hemyock ; P. Hoare, Stoke Climfland; T. Gill junior, of 
Stythians ; aloyalift of Truro; T. S. of Exeter; O. S. of 
Exeter; A. Apfey, of Briftol; Philomathes, of Modbury ; 
Eremita,of Wefton Zoyland; R. D. of St. Auftell; G. S. 
near St. Auftell;. and J. Comins, of Taviftock. 





An ENIGMA, by J. K. CG. near Wells. 





E fair ones, whofe bofom can heave 
& For the helplefs a pitiful figh, 
. Awhile 
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Awhile your foft murmurings leave, 
And attend to the tale of poor me. 


Let the forrowful tear be fupprefs’d, 
And bid care and diftraction to fly ; 

Let your hearts be of comfort poflefs’d, 
While you hear the foft tale of poor me. 


From me you will gather relief, 

And true pleafure will beam in each eye 5 
Nor longer we'll think about grief, 

But more pleafantly talk of poor me. 


Now fuch are my powers I vow, 

And the truth of it none can deny 5 
All nature my worth doth allow, 

Man and beaft take delight in poor me. 


The monarch who fits on the throne, 
And the meaneft man under the fky, 
Their fenfe of my powers have fhown, 
And have fpoke in the praife of poor me. 


Fair Nan as fhe trips o’er the vale, 

Or to milking at morn or eve hies, 
Will frequently reft on her pail, 

To contemplate the charms of poor mes 


If houfewives would with to be quiet, 
And children do peevithly cry, 

To ftop the rude, infolent riot, 
They’ll oft have recourfe to poor me. 


Young Hodge who from labour at night, 
To his Madge full of rapture doth fly, 
Will own that in poverty’s {pite, 
He muft think, think of what ? why poor me. 


When Bacchus appears with his bowl, 
Asa friend Iam frequently nigh; 
And as neétar enlivens the foul, 
Soit cherifhes even poor me. 


This puzzle I’ve written to pleafe ye, 
But no longer need I to try, 
For the whole is fo plain and fo eafy, 


Itcan’t help betraying poor me 
"POETRY, 
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On Thurfday December 19, 1793, felett Piecesin Greek, 
Latin, and Englifh, were recited, before a very nume- 
rous and polite Auduence in Exeter, by the young Gen- 
tlemen of Alphington Academy, near that City; and 
the following occafional Prologue, written by Mr. Hal- 
loran, the Majfter, was delivered, with much Propriety 
of Aétion, and Energy of Expreffion, by Mafler 
Richard Ellicombe, one of the Puprls at the fad Aca- 
demy. 


PROL O-G U E, 


wren facred Orpheus fwept the founding lyre, 
Each bofom kindled with heroic fire ; 

And, as thro’ air the dulcet echoes float, 

Huge whales and dolphins gambol’d to the note, 
While Pelion’s groves, an animated throng, 

Wav’d their broad arms in cadence to the fong. 


But ftranger ftill, as ancient poets fing, 

When fweet Amphion touch’d the trembling ftring, 
Ev’n ftones were mov’d; and at the wond’rous found, 
Spontaneous form’d a growing bulwark round; 
By flow degrees till Thebes’ proud walls afpire, 
Rais’d by the magic of the minftrel’s lyre ! 

From mufic’s pow’rs if fuch enchantment fprings, 
From artificial founds of lifelefs ftrings ; 

Mutt Nature then to Art the palm refign? 

Or dwells no mufic in the voice divine, 

The human voice >—by bounteous Heav’n affign’d 
To fpeak the various paffions of the mind, 
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As love, or anguifh; extacy, or woe 
Bids pleafure rife, or founds of forrow flow! 


Hail, Eloquence! thy matchlefs powers we own, 
And Reafon bends to thy fuperior throne 5. 
Toother arts tho’ palms of praife be due, 
Superior wreaths mutt be affign’d to you: 

Mulfic, ’tis true, the fenfes can engage, 

And raife the various paffions, or afluage ; 

Nor lefs does Eloquence poilefs a charm, 

To foothe the feelings, and the heart to warm; 
But fhe, while every paffion fhe controuls, 
Convinces Reafon, and informs our fouls ! 


Nor need we here recur to Greece and Rome, 
While brighteft models meet our view at home ; 
Whether the fenate our attention draws, 

Where facred Freedom frames her equa! laws ; 
Or,— where thofe laws are fan@tion’d and defin’d, 
‘The learned, bar,—attracts the ftudious mind; 
Whether we trace the pulpit’s holy road, 
Where mild perfuafion wins our fouls to God, 
And points fuch bright incentives to our view, 
As Socrates and Plato never knew ; 

Britain !—alike in every varied line 

Of Eloquence, thy favour’d offspring fhine; 

In each alike fuch fplendid wreaths they claim, 
As leave to Greece and Rome a doubtful Fame ! 


Can we, poflefs’d of Burke’s energic pow’rs, 
Regret, that Roman Tully was not our’s ? 
While honeft Thurlow’s manly feafe we hear, 
Concife and-nervous, nor lefs deep than clear ; 
Athens ! we envy not thy patriot fon*, 

His worth in ‘Thurlow equall’d, or outdone ! 
Thee, Erfkine, too, whole copious language ftrays 
Untir’d, thro’ Elocution’s tracklefs maze, 
Soaring beyond ev’n Fancy’s active reach, 
Unrivall’d in the labyrinths of {peech ; 

Thee too thy country would with pride proclaim, 
And with unfading honours grace thy name : 
But when the fees to Vice fubfervient made, 

‘Thy venal powers in Faction’s caufe difplay’d : 


6 When 
* Demotthenes. 





y2 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER, ' 


When to defend fuch fyftems they are fhown, 
As would o’erturn our much-lov’d Monarch’s throne 5 
As would our Sacred Conftitution mar, 
As fill the world with anarchy and war ; 
Thy country, Erfkine, mourns thofe powers abus’d, 
And bathes with tears the wreath, which cannot be refus’d ! 


If next we view the pulpit’s hallow’d train, 

Remoter ages we may fearch in vain: 

Here fuch bright luminaries are difplay’d, 

Eclips’d, all antient moralifts muft fade : 

By Nature’s light alone the fages taught, 

Obfcurely reafon’d, and abfurdly thought ; 

Perplex’d with doubts, no fcience could remove, 

To judge of God, and Nature’s laws they ftrove 

In vain !—Truth mock’d their grafp, and to their fouls 
Gleam’d faintly,—as the fun-beams at the poles ! 


Not fo our Chriftian guides :—infpir’d by Heav’a 

‘To them aclear, unerring light is giv’n; 

To them the ways of providence are fhown, 

And all the wonders of the world unknown ; 

Truth in her native luftre they behold, 

And life and immortality unfold : 

And while their ardent gaze they heav’nward turn, 
They utier thoughts that breathe, in words that burn ; 
Their elocution, as their theme fublime, 

Looks back unrivall’d on the lapfe of time! 


Letus, my youthful friends*, whatever ftate 

In Life’s wide {phere may be affign’d by Fate ; 
Whatever fkill, or talents, we may fhare, 

In Virtue’s caufe invariably declare.— 

Then as this day our friends’ approving {miles 
Infpire our hopes, and recompente our toils ; 
On the world’s ftage we well fhall aét our parts, 
Nor want the plaudits—of approving hearts ! 


* Addreffing his fchoolfellows. 








TRUE PATRIOTISM. 


REEDOM« to love, but anarchy to fcorn, 
For this is every honeft Briton born, 
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